NCRBC Adult Bible Class 10
Title: Your Saving Response 2 
Purpose: To instruct hearers of the saving response to Jesus Christ. 

Introduction

In our previous studies, we have already considered that Christ alone is your hope and that He is all that you need.

But the question is – how can you have a saving relationship with Jesus? How can Christ become your Savior? 

As we have seen, the Bible says repentance and faith (Mk 1:14-15; Acts 20:18-21).

Now these two are like the Siamese twins - they are distinct but inseparable. Repentance is not faith; nor is faith repentance; and yet, one cannot exist without the other. There can be no true repentance unless there is true faith; nor can there be true faith without true repentance.

But what exactly is repentance? And what exactly is faith? 

Last week, we considered what repentance really is. And by way of summary: repentance includes 1) sorrow for sin, 2) acknowledging and taking responsibility of one’s sin, 3) turning away from particular sins and the willingness to even make restitution. But what is at the very heart of repentance is ending our rebellion against God - forsaking our own way and submitting to God’s way and will. 

However, that is just one face of the saving response to Christ. But inseparably joined with repentance is faith in the Lord Jesus.

II. 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BELIEVE OR HAVE FAITH IN JESUS?


The bible clearly indicates that faith has three essential elements.

1st, faith includes the element of knowing - knowing the Jesus of the bible.

How can you ever believe or trust in Jesus, if you know nothing about who He really is? It is impossible. To believe in Him, you must know something about who He really is. Thus Rom 10:17 (READ). 

This does not mean that we have to know everything about what the bible teaches about Jesus in order to believe in Him. There is a sense that we will never be able to fully know Jesus - for He is God. However, knowing something about the real Jesus is indispensable to faith in Him. 

So it is important that you get to know who Jesus is.  And how can you do this?

Not by looking at some supposed “picture”, we don’t really know how He looked liked, for there is no clear physical description of Him in the Bible. 

Nor by looking at some idol for help because there are so many different faces and even if you were to know how He looked like, it will not really help you know Him..

But by reading the Scriptures.

2ndly, faith also includes the element of acknowledging - acknowledging that everything the bible says about Jesus is really true.

It is one thing to know something about the real Jesus as revealed in the bible, it is another thing to acknowledge that what you know about Jesus from the bible is really true.

Many people know a lot of what the Bible says about Jesus, but they don’t really believe that it is true. They do not really believe that He is God, that He became a true man without ceasing to be God, that He lived a sinlessly perfect life, that He died on the cross to atone for the sins of His people, that He physically rose from the grave, that He ascended into glory and now rules and reigns as the Messianic King, and that He promised to come again on the last day. Now this is nothing but unbelief. For a person to say that he believes in Jesus and not believe in what the bible says about Jesus is a contradiction. Whoever that person believes, it is not the real Jesus - it’s an idol. A Jesus of their own making and imagination.

Thus John 8:24 (READ) - “for unless you believe that I am, you will die in your sins.” Unless you really believe that Christ is who He claim He is - you will die in your sins.  

Thirdly, faith also includes the element of trusting - trusting in the Jesus of the bible.

And this is principally what faith is - trusting or relying in the Jesus of the bible. 

And what does it mean to trust in Jesus? It means to transfer your confidence and reliance away from yourself or any other created thing, to Jesus and Jesus alone for salvation.

More specifically, to trust in Jesus is 1) to trust in Him that His sacrifice is all the sacrifice you need to atone for all of your sins; 2) that His righteousness is all the righteousness you need to be right with God; 3) that His power is all the power you need to make you live a godly life in Christ and to raise and transform your dead body from the grave.

You are never to trust in your repentance – as if it can atone for your sins or it can merit you God’s favor. You are to trust in Christ and Christ alone for salvation.

Now this is the other face of the saving response to the gospel - faith in the Lord Jesus and without this faith, there can be no genuine repentance; but without repentance, there can be no true faith either. These two are inseparable.

Conclusion

So if you want Jesus to be your Savior, then this is what you must do. You must repent and trust in Him and Him alone for salvation. Any response short of this one will never do.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Some people say that they are trusting in Jesus to save them but not only in Jesus but also in others. Do you agree or not? Why? (Ills: One who will not put his full weight in a chair does not really trust in it.)

What place does baptism have in your relationship with Jesus? (Ceremonial rite to symbolize your union with Christ – no saving power. Illustration: Graduation rite).

